The morning was devoted to laboratory tests for assessment of sensitivity of bacteria to various antibiotics. Professor Mitchison emphasized the importance of carrying out sensitivity tests against tubercle bacilli in special laboratories only, for misclassification of a sensitive strain could result in patients receiving more toxic and less effective drugs. He is at present conducting international trials in Hong Kong with sensitivity tests done at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School. It is a pity that bacteriologists do not follow his lead by standardizing all bacterial sensitivity tests in a few well-recognized centres. This session seemed to highlight the need for specialized regional reference laboratories. Professor L P Garrod summed up aptly: '... tuberculosis experts ... have done for the tubercle bacillus what still remains to be done in establishing recognized methods for testing other bacteria'.
The afternoon papers were concerned with chemotherapy for the neonate, cystic fibrosis, urinary tract and osteomyelitis. This book is recommended for bacteriologists, but pediatricians and nephrologists should dip into it. If they did not attend the symposium, they will regret that the discussion has not been recorded but instead summarized by the chairman into a page or so per session. D GERAINT JAMES Arthritis and Physical Medicine edited by Sidney Licht MD pp xxiv+521 illustrated 120s New Haven, Conn.: Elizabeth Licht 1969 London: Lloyd-Luke Twenty-one authorsten American, seven English, and a Canadian, a New Zealander, a Dane, and a Czechoslovakianhave written this book. One of them has edited itor has he? The result is as though he had asked his collaborators for their contributions, with titles chosen by him, and after taking the precaution of first writing a short textbook of rheumatology himself as a preface had sent it all straight off to the publishers. There are some astonishing omissionsnothing about purine chemistry, almost nothing about antinuclear factors, hardly anything about hip surgery, very few X-rays, strangely little pathology. Occasional bits are frankly out of date. On the other hand, these twenty-one authors are, as it were, talking to the reader, so that a very good impression of their differing attitudes and beliefs is obtained.
(One knows well that some of them would totally diasgree with some of their co-authors' opinions.)
The book therefore turns out to be unexpectedly valuable. One can discover what an enthusiastic physical therapist believes he can achieve, Dr John Lawrence's opinions and statistics about the effects of climate, how heat may be administered, how rheumatism was treated in bygone centuries, what spas use peloids for. One can learn what contributions the occupational therapist and rehabilitationist can make. Excellent detailed instructions on splintmaking are given, with a valuable discussion on rest and exercise. Much gobbledygook fills these pages, so the book is quicker to read than one might think. I particularly enjoyed Wyatt's chapter on 'Psychologic Factors in Arthritis', and read with jealous, marvelling admiration the 60-page masterpiece on 'Joint Examination' by Dixon and Kirk. Everything one needs to know is there, even an X-ray upside down by mistake, to remind you that Kirk is the New Zealander in this excellent compilation. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific The editor remarks: 'A veritable cornucopia of medical journals already exists. Therefore it is logical to ask, "Why another ?" CARDIOVASCULAR CLINICS was conceived as a journal that would provide the clinician with highly current material that will aid him directly in the clinical care of his patients. Each issue will be, in effect, a monograph dealing with one of the major cardiovascular disorders or important clinical problems in cardiovascular disease. A purposeful effort will be made to include in each issue the newest clinical and investigative data.'
This reviewer doubts whether the effort has succeeded. The book is a collection of chapters, each by a different author. The design is so imperfect that a condition like renal artery stenosis is dealt with in four chapters. The concept of 'a disorder characterized by stages', intermittent, labile and fixed hypertension, has long been obsolete. Refreshingly, Conway comments: 'In reviewing the subject of labile blood pressure one strong thought, aptly expressed by Lewis Namier, comes to mind, "There would not be very much to say about this subject were it not for all the nonsense that has been written about it."' Although cerebral vascular disease is considered in two chapters, the importance of Charcot-Bouchard aneurysms as a cause of cerebral hemorrhage is nowhere displayed. The chapter on pathology omits them entirely. The other on hypertension and the nervous system says: 'The validity of the observations of
